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The Vice-Chancellor, Professor Prem Misir.

In preparation for next year’s handbook and cal-
endar, the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Prem Misir,
held several sessions with the staff at Saweni
campus last month.

Discussions were on inclusion of new regula-
tions; including the postgraduate regulations.
The University of Fiji is on the threshold of an ac-
ademic take-off vis-a-vis the Strategic Plan’s
knowledge-based development framework,
powering the mainstream curriculum and
co-curricular activities in conjunction with a va-
riety of modes of delivery.

The Vice-Chancellor's message to the staff on
the 2018 Calendar and handbooks is as follows:

“Drawing from Crow and Dabars' recent work,
Designing the New American University (Johns
Hopkins University Press, 2015) and introducing
some important qualifications for national con-
textual purposes, this imminent academic
take-off intends to use a pro-active focus to
achieve: (1) a persisting academic platform for
the production of new knowledge and innova-
tion through a penetrative connectivity with
pedagogy and research; (2) a deepening acces-
sibility to students from diversified demograph-
ic and socio-economic backgrounds; and (3) an
institutional commitment to reach maximum
societal impact consistent with the size of enrol-
ment demand and national needs.”

The focus on (1) through (3) not only may gen-
erate new knowledge and innovation, but also
work-readiness students.

As a precursor to familiarize them with the
global village phenomenon and its implications
that may impact a rapidly changing world of
work within an evolutionary knowledge society
in Fiji, students could become master-learners,
inclusive of full exposure to interdisciplinary
modes of learning and teaching. A major re-
quirement to realize these foci (1) through (3) is
the institution of a solid and enduring regula-
tions framework at this University.

The University of Fiji's regulations within its
Handbook/Calendar, among other things, may
reinforce public accountability for Government
Subventions/other Government's funds, uphold
students’interests, and preserve the integrity of
this University.

The notion that any senior management and
advisory group at any university can secure ap-
provals for some of its policy decisions from the
Senate and the Council, may induce a latent
complacency to encourage limited engage-
ment in wider consultations across the universi-
ty spectrum on significant matters, endearing
to all staff.

Meaningful university democracy and not ex-
clusion make for good governance. Protecting
the human rights of all students and all staff,
and perhaps, other active stakeholders, and in-
stitutionalizing a healthy democracy are critical
to sustain a robust stability of this University's
structure and functioning with roots in interna-
tional best practices.

As a starting point, the Handbook/Calendar be-
comes a critical tool to achieve good gover-
nance and persisting stability at this University.

And so, itis vital to attract inputs from all staff in
the current‘regulations’ consultation process on
the 2018 Handbook/Calendar, to correct defi-
ciencies and implement a fresh outlook on the
University’s modus operandi.
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Invitation

The Vice Chancellor, Staff and Students of the
University of Fiji cordially invite you to:

The 2017 Sir Moti Tikaram Memorial Legcturg
"Sir Moti Tikaram — Champion of Civil Society"

by Sir Anand Satyanand GNZM 950 XStJ, 19th
Governor General of New Zealand

on: Friday 2oth September 2017
JFrom: s.30pm (Guests to be seated by 5.15 pm)

At: The GPH, Suva

Rsvp Nikhat@unififiacfj
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The Vice-Chancellor’s Public Lectures

Associate Professor, Umesh Sharma during the public lecture.

Associate Professor, Umesh Sharma, from the
Department of Accounting at the University of
Waikato, Hamilton, New Zealand conducted the
Vice-Chancellor's public lecture on Friday,
August 25, 2017.

Dr. Sharma spoke on his research paper “The
changes and challenges for indigenous owned
businesses: A Pacific Islands case study” He ex-
plained the many differences between the op-
erations of Chinese businesses and indigenous
owned businesses in Tonga.

His findings showed that many indigenous
owned businesses in Tonga did not follow
proper accounting procedures including the
separate entity principle which treated business
entities as separate from their owners and that
52 percent of the research participants felt that
culture and religious beliefs were the biggest
challenges faced by the indigenous businesses.

Marketing Outreach in Vanua Levu
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Marketing and Public Relations Officer, Ms. Shirley Prasad, with students during the Vanua Levu School Visits.

UniFiji, in its effort for broaden its student re-
cruitment spectrum, for the first time, had a suc-
cessful marketing outreach programme at
schools in Vanua Levu.

Ms. Shirley Prasad, Marketing and Public Rela-
tions Officer visited over 20 schools in Labasa,
Bua and Savusavu. Ms. Salaseini Naivaluvou
from School of Law accompanied her for four
out of the eight days of this excursion.

Students were advised on the University’s
course offerings, fees structures as well as why
UniFiji would be a suitable choice for them. The
Principals and the community welcomed the
UniFiji outreach programme and hoped that
the university would bring its teaching services
right to the North in future.

With increased and improved teaching and
learning resources, The University of Fiji has the
capability to recruit more students at both cam-
puses. The Suva campus which became a ful-
ly-fledged campus from this year now has two
newly built lecture theaters with a seating ca-
pacity of 250.

Ms Prasad said that she was extremely grateful
to the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Prem Misir for
approving this excursion.

“I hail from Labasa and always wished | could
give back something to the community. What's
more valuable than guiding them to get good
education? During my high school days, we
hardly had any universities coming to inform us
about their programmes and various career
paths that followed as an outcome of the sub-
jectwe did in high school. | saw this opportunity
to create an outreach programme for the Year
13 students,” Ms. Prasad stated.

The team also held a road show to further reach
prospective students in the Northern Division.
Over 300 students have filled in application
forms and many others have showed interest in
choosing UniFiji as their University.

The University has plans for more visits to
schools in the near future.

“Two thirds of the indigenous people said that
fulfillment of social obligatory functions were
the key reason for having businesses and not for
profit-making purpose, while 100 percent of the
Chinese businesses believed that the sole pur-
pose of running a business was to make profits,’
he said.

The Vice-Chancellor, Professor Misir said that
the research is a setting stage for some very
multi and interdisciplinary research as well as
some game changing situations vis-a-vis the
western world.

The Vice-Chancellor Public lectures are held
every month on various topics.

Textbook Donations
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Professor Ruvendra Nandan handing over the books to the
Vice- Chancellor, Professor Prem Misir.
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The University of Fiji received a generous gift of
sixteen (16) Accounting and Finance text books
worth approximately FJD5000 from Professor
Chris Patel, Associate Professor Parmod Chand
and Dr. Rajni Mala from Macquarie University,
Sydney on Friday, August 29, 2017.

The donors are ex-University of the South Pacif-
ic staff and renowned academics in Australia.

Professor Ruvendra Nandan of the School of
Business and Economic (UniFiji), on behalf of
the donors handed over the collection of books
to the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Prem Misir.

At the ceremony, Professor Nandan said that
the books are extremely valuable resources to
the University.

“The books will be particularly useful as they are
all fairly recent editions and students can refer
to the books for their assignments and re-
search,” he stated.

The Vice-Chancellor, while receiving the books
thanked the donors and highlighted the impor-
tance of academics to give back to their country
of origin to promote a knowledgeable society.

The University is also grateful to Mr. Parmodh
Rai for his help in expediting the dispatch pro-
cess.
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UniFiji Student Volunteer Program
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UniFiji Student Volunteer Group with coordinator, Ms. Shirley Prasad.

The Vice-Chancellor Professor Prem Misir had
envisioned the establishment the University of
Fiji Volunteer Corps, earlier this year. Last
month, the group was formed where 40 stu-
dents signed in to do volunteer work at univer-
sity events and community outreach pro-
grammes. The group compromises of students
from different areas of studies as well are differ-
ent year of study.

In line with the University’s strategic plan, UniFi-
ji Student Volunteer Programme has a vital role
to play in ensuring that the University educates
a student as a whole person; that it graduates
students with a heightened sense of social con-
sciousness who are able to serve as agents of
and for social change and societal transforma-
tion; that its graduates are instilled with the atti-
tude, spiritand values and human solidarity.

The University of Fiji, through the Student Vol-
unteer Programme puts knowledge at the ser-
vice of the university and the local community.
The process benefits the communities and en-
hances the quality of the university’s research,
teaching and learning. UniFiji Student Volun-
teer Programme is a link between research,
knowledge application and learning.

The mission of the Volunteer Corps relates to a
renewed sense of obligation, a new sense of
duty, and a new season of service. The modus
operandi, among others, will be to execute this
new horizon may include speaking in schools,
recruiting additional volunteers, and teaching
people about the power f service.

The activities and the outreach programmes by
this group will be coordinated by Ms. Shirley
Prasad, the Marketing and PR Officer.

Pacific American Climate Fund (PACAM)

Coastal areas world-wide are suffering signifi-
cant, perceptible, and quick degradation in
water quality, biodiversity, and various other
critical parameters as a direct result of climate
change.

Developing this human and technical capability
is an important contribution to the Marine Bio-
diversity Observation Network (MBON) of the
Group on Earth Observation.

With a grant from USAID’s, Pacific American Cli-
mate Fund (PACAM) at The University of Fiji em-
barked on a research to explore the utility of sat-
ellite imagery to identify and classify coral reefs,
marine benthic habitats and seagrass at two
coastal communities in Fiji: Votua, Ba, where
corals have experienced reduced growth rates,
higher mortality due to bleaching, and in-
creased damage by severe weather; and at
Komave, Coral Coast which has healthier fring-
ing reefs attributed to conservation practices.

The project is in its final year and has been able
to attain many of its goals including building
local capacity to derive land and submerged
habitat classification maps, including process-
ing of large volumes of regional satellite imag-
ery of island territories; developing a robust
data processing system to produce high resolu-
tion thematic maps that illustrate the human
uses and characteristics of global coastal eco-
systems, including coral reefs, wetlands and
coastal aquaculture system and many more.

However, in its final year, the project aims to de-
velop a user-friendly interface, so that stake-
holders can easily access information regarding
marine reserves, ecotourism and sustainable
management of marine resources and improve
existing curses or develop new courses at The
University of Fiji.

The project is in collaboration with the Institute
for Remote Sensing at the University of Florida
and this represents a contribution to the Marine
Biodiversity Observation Network (MBON) of
the Group on Earth Observation (GEO).

SoST participates in Ba
River ‘Clean Up’
Campaign

SoST students during the 'Clean Up' Campaign in Ba.

In an effort to encourage and maintain a litter
free and healthier Ba River, UniFiji students and
staff from Department of Science, School of Sci-
ence and Technology (SoST) participated in a
‘Clean Up' campaign along a certain section of
the Ba Riverbank on Friday, August 25, 2017.

The ‘Clean Up’ campaign which was organized
by non-governmental organization, the World
Wide Fund for Nature - Pacific, comes under
WWE-Pacific’s Pacific American Climate Fund
(PACAM) climate change project of ‘Strengthen-
ing Governance and Building Resiliency of
Communities in Fiji’ that is funded by USAID.
The campaign is also in line with the PACAM
projects ‘Sustainable Healthy Rivers for All' cam-
paign that looks at promoting effective sustain-
able management practices along the rivers of
Fiji.

Over the past few months, WWEF-Pacific has
been working with communities in Nailaga dis-
trict to advocate for a healthier and cleaner Ba
River. The Ba River, which is 83 km long, is home
to 36 communities that live along the river, 17 of
which solely rely on the Ba River for their daily
survival. The nine Ba Riverside carnival contes-
tants, Ba Town Council staff, Nailaga district
communities and various government entities
were also part of the 2 hour ‘Clean Up’' cam-
paign. More than 200 kilograms of rubbish was
collected and sorted.

Ms. Priyatma Singh, of UniFiji's School of Science
and Technology, highlighted that the science
students and staff were happy to participate in
the clean-up as the initiative is in support of
Fiji's presidency for COP 23 and environmental
awareness. WWF-Pacific's PACAM project man-
ager, Mr. Vinesh Kumar, highlighted that the
need for a healthier and cleaner Ba River is criti-
cal for the livelihoods of the communities in Ba.

“This ‘Clean Up’ campaign will go a long way in
not only reducing the disposal of rubbish along
the Ba riverbank but promote civil pride and the
notion of making an effective change for the
environment,” said Mr. Kumar.

WWE-Pacific and stakeholders plan to hold
more clean up campaigns over the next few
months. 3
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Masters in Educational Leadership

The University of Fiji offers a unique and one of its
kind programme in Fiji - the Master of Educational
Leadership.

The Master of Educational Leadership degree is
designed to provide aspiring and current educa-
tional leaders with an understanding of recent de-
velopments in theory, research and practice in ed-
ucational leadership in order to equip them to lead
educational organisations and become better and
well qualified leaders.

Master of Educational Leadership is an innovative,
practice-focused and evidence —based postgradu-
ate degree that prepares teachers and school ad-
ministrators for leadership positions in schools
and other educational institutions. The degree
aims to support serving teachers and educators
seeking to achieve Masters level accreditation for
the highest standards of critique and application
of theories of educational leadership to practice.

The Master of Educational Leadership offers the
opportunity for in-depth study of research rele-
vant to educational leadership and the chance to
critique and contribute to the educational re-
search that is shaping Fiji's educational policy and
practice. It provides practicing teachers with the
theoretical understandings and practical skills
needed to make a difference to the quality of edu-
cation in their current and future workplaces.

The programme is offered at the Labasa Centre as
well as Suva and Saweni campuses. Speaking
about the programme, Dean of the School of Hu-
manities and Arts (SoHA), Associate Professor, Dr.
Wahab Ali said that the programme is exceptional
for those who intend to build up their knowledge
and skills for being a good leader.

“Our programme is excellent because having the
promotion and becoming a Principal is not all; one
needs to have those qualities of a good leader. The
programme changes the leadership style in the
professional and personal lives,” he said.

Dr. Ali further elaborated that Master of Education-
al Leadership programme expands the knowledge
and professional skills of experienced educators
and leaders, by ensuring effective, enlightened
and accountable leadership in Fiji.

Mohammed Feroz, Principal,

“My greatest achievement was complet-
ing my Masters programme and getting
promotion straightaway. The university
has shaped my future well”

Mr. Pradeep Singh, Vice- Principal, Valebasoga
Secondary School.

“The University of Fiji has been my
choice for doing the Masters in Educa-
tional Leadership as the courses offered
are empowering and the support pro-
vided by the course coordinators is ex-
cellent.

The programme itself covers a wide
range of issues which are apt and rele-
vant towards equipping educational
leaders to become charismatic leaders.
It gives an opportunity to me to make a
difference at workplace by empowering
my fellow colleagues with prudent lead-
ership skills.”

The programme is also registered with the Fiji Higher Education Commission (FHEC).

Sai Medical Conference

The University of Fiji's Umanand Prasad School of
Medicine and Health Sciences (UPSM & HS) hosted
its bi-annual Sai Conference with the Sai Group
from Australia.

The conference highlighted the aspect of pain
management as well as contributing four points to
the continued professional points.

Master’s Degree in Renewable
Energy Management

The pioneering group of students for the newly-launched Master’s in Re-
newable Energy Management (MREM) programme, accompanied staff
of Department of Science and Programme Coordinator Dr. Anirudh
Singh (fifth from right).

First of its kind in Fiji!

The Master’s in Renewable Energy Management
(MREM) programme commenced at The University of
Fiji on February 13,2017 with an initial enrolment of 12
students.

Interest in Renewable Energy has come from diverse
areas of the economy, including the teaching, research
and the industrial sectors. Those registered for the pro-
gramme include practicing scientists, engineers and
power generation project managers in addition to
teachers and young University staff. The programme is
now in the second semester.

Students are actively involved in research work as part
of their course assessment. In addition to the current
research being carried out by students under the
Centre of Renewable Energy (CORE) other areas of in-
terest include Butoni wind farm, prospects of biodiesel
production in Fiji and prospects of bioethanol produc-
tion for which talks are currently underway for a possi-
ble research collaboration with the Fiji Sugar Corpora-
tion (FSC).

The first two courses offered in Semester 1, 2017 were
coordinated by Associate Professor Anirudh Singh and
included REM400: Renewable Energy Technology | (Bio-
mass) and REM401: Renewable Energy Technology Il
(Wind Energy & Solar PV). Students in semester 2 are
enrolled in REM402: Renewable Energy and Sustain-
able Development and REM403: Energy Economics and
Management (Coordinated by Dr. Ranasinghe Amara-
dasa).

The REM programme has also welcomed on board the
Energy Policy expert - Dr. Evanthie Michalena who has
been conducting some lectures on Renewable Energy
and Sustainable Development.

Speaking about the Conference, Dean of UPSM
& HS, Dr. Elick Narayan, said that the pain man-
agement is overrated but very undertreated.

“The students, through the Sai Conference,
learnt about different kinds of pain, how the
pain can be managed in Fiji and the Pacific Is-
lands,” he stated.

Apart from the Conference, the Sai Group also
provided books for the library as well as taking
approximately 20 students from UPSM & HS to
Vanua Levu, yearly.

These students will be able to get hands on ex-
perience in learning from the professionals and
screened around 5000 cases.

UniFiji hosts two Sai Conferences each year with
one being conducted in May with the SaiT Group
from New Zealand and the other in August with
the Sai Group from Australia.



Academic-Industry
Collaboration Dinner

Professor Prem Misir with Ms. Rajneesh Charan during the
Academic-Industry Collaboration Dinner

The University of Fiji hosted its Academic-Indus-
try Collaboration Dinner on Friday, August 18,
2017 at Tanoa Waterfront Hotel, Lautoka.

Initiated by the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Prem
Misir, the collaboration dinner signifies the im-
portance of the relationship between industries
and academics. Professor Misir in his welcome
note, stated that The University of Fiji is a global
University and reliance on industry collabora-

tions will further its vision for a knowl-
edge-based society. The collaboration
strengthens  University’s role to create

work-ready graduates and enhances indus-
try-based research. The dinner hosted many in-
dustry, Government and Non-Governmental
representatives.

Speaking at the dinner, Ms. Rajneesh Charan,
the General Manager Information Systems of
Fiji Sugar Corporation emphasized on the im-
portance of practical application of classroom
theory to work life.

Another corporate sector representation, Mr.
Richard Donaldson, the Human Resources Man-
ager of Air Terminal Services, said that the aca-
demic-industry partnership the capacity and ef-
ficiency of the organisations. The University
looks forward to foster more collaboration with
the corporate industry.

UPSM & HS Students’
Community Engagements

Ms. Sylvia Singh during the community engagement at Ma-
hatma Gandhi Memorial Primary School in Saru.

The Umanand Prasad School of Medicine and
Health Sciences (UPSM & HS) held a community
engagement at medical camp at Mahatma
Gandhi Memorial Primary School in Saru, on
June 1,2017.

Dr. Bijendra Ram and Dr. Ricardo Corpuz accom-
panied the students to the camp and conduct-
ed NCD screening, blood pressure, blood glu-
cose, eye testing, patient history taking as well
as examination and diagnosis.

The villagers that were screened were not regu-
lar to hospitals because of transportation and
distance issues.

Another engagement project was held at Ve-
lovelo community on May 31, 2017. The stu-
dents educated women on the topic ‘Family
Planning’and created awareness on some of the
Sexual Transmission Disease that is present in
the country.

The community engagement projects are em-
bedded into the medical curriculum. It is a way
to create awareness on a number of diseases
and issues present in Fiji as well as conduct
check-ups to better expose the students for a
better learning process.
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Creative Circle

A vakayacori ena siga Vakaraubuka, 15 ni Sevite-
ba, 2017 na porokaramu ni Creative Circle mai
na Tabana ni Umavosa VakaValagi, Vakacacali
kei na Veitaratara ena uto ni vakasama qo, “Cre-
ativity, an Art”

Na porokaramu qo e tokona na bulibuli-ka ena
vakacacali, na cakacaka ni liga kei na vuli vakat-
aki koya ena Yunivesiti

Ena nona vosa tiko ena soqo oya, a vakaraitaka
na Vice Janisela, o Parofesa Prem Misir ni kena
vakayagataki na veika e vulici sa icavacava ni
porosese ni vulika

E kaya ni kena vakayagataki na veika e vulici sa
uto ni bulibuli-ka. Na kunei vou ni dua na ka e
vakavuna na bulibuli-ka. Era tiki bibi kece ni po-
rosese ni kunekunetaki ni veika vou na vakai-
balebaletaka se vakaveiwekanitaka, na
vakatarotaro, na vakadigova, na veisemati ni ve-
itaratara kei na vakatovotovo".

A vakaraitaka na iliuliu ni Tabana ni Umavosa,
Vakacacali kei na Veitaratara, Qasenivuli Kamala
Naiker ni veivakaugeti dina na UniFiji ni rawa ni
umana vata mai vei ira na gonevuli kei na ga-
senivuli na veimataqali ivukivuki/iwalewale ka
vakavutuniyautaka kina na porokaramu.

E kaya o koya, “Na Creative Circle e sasaga me
vakarautaka na drake ni kena vakadewataki se
vakabulabultaki na cakacaka ni liga kei na veika
vakavanua ni vanua veicurumaki vaka Pasifika.

E vakaraitaki na duidui taledi ni veiumatamata
duidui era bula veimaliwai e Viti kei na loma ni
Yunivesiti ka nakita na Creative Circle me
vakadeitaka veiira na sarasara.

Na nodra bulibuli-ka na gonevuli duidui umata-
mata e ilutua ni porokaramu ni Creative Circle ni
yabaki go. Sa vakanamata tu yani na timi ni Cre-
ative Circle me cicivaka tale e vuga na soqo vaka
go ena veisiga ni mataka.

Mr. Amit Prakash Presents Paper at the LEBCSR - 17

Assistant lecturer of the School of Business and
Economics (SoBE), Mr. Amit Prakash, presented
his paper titled “Diversifying Bond Market and
Its Challenges in Fiji” at the 4th Singapore Inter-
national Conference on Studies in Law, Educa-
tion, Business and Corporate Social Responsibil-
ities (LEBCSR - 17).

He also delivered the keynote address on “Fi-
nancial Literacy: The Dilemma of Known but
Unknown”.

The keynote addressed the predicament that
the individuals despite being financial literate
(knowing) they act as financially illiterate (un-
known) and that is “Financial literacy: The dilem-
ma of Known but Unknown”.

The pivotal aspect of disseminating financial lit-
eracy education was to up skill and strengthen
financial behaviour of future investors of Fiji.
The keynote address outlined the costs, bene-
fits and approach to a better financial future.

An integral component of the address was to
empower students to move beyond traditional
savings strategies.
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Hindi Day Celebrations
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Secondary School Oratory Contest Winners with Ms.
Manisha Ramrakha, The Vice-Chancellor, Professor Prem
Misir and Second Secretary of the Indian High Commission,
Mr. Anil Sharma, at the Hindi Day Celebrations.

The University of Fiji hosted the Hindi Day cele-
brations themed “Importance of Hindi Lan-
guage in Promoting Indian Culture” on Satur-
day, September 16, 2017.

Language has a prominent effect on culture,
which eventually shapes the society. Hence, to
protect culture and society, language preserva-
tion is paramount.

The Chief Guest at the Ceremony, the
Vice-Chancellor, Professor Prem Misir, empha-
sized the significance of respecting languages
other than the mother tongue.

“We need to have greater mutual respect for
each other regardless of who we are, which
ethnic group we belong to, which language we
speak. | think as long as we continue to have
mutual respect and dialogues, Hindi will have a
stronger and more prominent place,” he com-
mented.

Massive Market for
UniFiji Accounting
Graduates

There is an enormous career market for The Uni-
versity of Fiji accounting graduates at presti-
gious organizations as the trend over a number
of years is that majority of the students are em-
ployed before graduation. The Accounting De-
partment is well positioned to offer accounting
courses best suited for industry requirements.

The accounting programme covers a wide
range of areas: financial accounting, manage-
ment accounting, corporate accounting, taxa-
tion, business and commercial law, auditing,
business finance and information systems.

The undergraduate accounting programme is
fully accredited with Fiji Institute of Accoun-
tants (FIA) and fully registered with Fiji Higher
Education Commission (FHEC).

Students gain a wealth of knowledge and some
student testimonies are as follows:

Speaking at the ceremony, Ms. Manisha Ramra-
kha, Head of the Hindi Department at UniFiji,
said that today the Government through its ed-
ucation system largely supports the awareness
and promotion of Hindi Language in Fiji.

Mr. Anil Sharma, Second Secretary, Indian High
Commission, Fiji, re-emphasized the impor-
tance of Hindi Language and highlighted the
collaborative working relationship with UniFiji.

The University of Fiji offers Degree in Hindi Lan-
guage and Post Graduate in Hindi Language
with the prospect of offering Masters Degree in
Hindi in the coming year. Hindi Day is celebrat-
ed on September 14 throughout the world
every year.

Creative Circl
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Staff and Students of The University of Fiji during the
Creative Circle programme.

The Language, Literature and Communications
(LLC) Department held the Creative Circle pro-
gramme with the theme “Creativity, an Art” on
Friday, September 15,2017.

The platform fostered creativity through imagi-
native, artistic and inventive learners of the Uni-
versity.

Speaking at the ceremony, the Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Prem Misir, said that the application of
learning completes the learning process.

“Application of learning is the core of creativity.
Discovery leads to creativity. Association or
showing links and connections, questioning,
observing, networking and experimenting are
important aspects of the discovery process,’ he
stated.

Coordinator and Head of the LLC Department,
Ms. Kamala Naiker, commented that it was en-
couraging that UniFiji embraced a variety of in-
genious flair of students and staff.

“The Creative Circle undertakes to provide op-
portunities for art and cultural expression of our
multicultural Pacific society,” she stated.

The programme aptly showcased the myriad
talents, ingenuity and diverse culture that Fiji
prides in and the University through the Cre-
ative Circle aimed to instill in its audience.

The creativity exhibited by the students of di-
verse ethnicity were highlights of this year’s Cre-
ative Circle programme.

With success to this year's Creative Circle, the
team looks forward to hosting more such
events in future.

Irin Ishika Lata: Accountant - UB Freight Australia;
Studied Accounting & Management

As a Bachelor of Commerce graduate, | am proud to say that | pursued my study
from The University of Fiji, a wonderful temple of knowledge where we get a wide
arena of the field and thus get to learn something new with every subject. Lecture
materials were portrayed to us in a simple and understandable manner with lots of
examples which related to real accounting practice in an organization. The flame of
knowledge that | have obtained through The University of Fiji has certainly helped
me to lay a solid foundation for my career development.

Alveen Chand: Internal Auditor [Asco Motors];

Studied Accounting & Minor in IT.

| chose to study accounting at UniFiji because of the in-depth coverage, semester
based classes, more exposure to outer world and highly competent professors and
an opportunity to study with multiracial group of students. It has been challenging
three years however the support from the staff across the department made the
academic journey special.

Mayuri Parmar: Graduate Accountant (Ernst & Young);

Studied Accounting & IT

| thoroughly enjoyed my experience at The University of Fiji. The accounting faculty
here is exceptional. They care about the academic and professional success of stu-
dents, going above and beyond to help them in the classroom and job searches. De-
spite being a pure science student at Secondary School, | was able to complete my
study exceptionally well. | cannot imagine a better experience elsewhere and
wholeheartedly recommend the program to anyone interested in obtaining a
degree in accounting.




COP23 Awareness
Session 8

awareness session.

The University of Fiji hosted its 8th COP23
awareness session on Friday, September 15,
2017 of its monthly COP23 awareness seminars.
In recognition of the impacts of climate change
on Small Island Developing States (SIDS) the
session was facilitated by the School of Science
& Technology Dr. Rusila Savou WWF-Pacific. She
presented on Ecosystem Based Adaptation to
Climate Change.

Speaking at the session, she said that the
impact of climate change exacerbates the natu-
ral processes of coastal and riverbank erosion
by increasing the frequency of rainfall resulting
in flooding and increased sea levels.

“As a conservation organization, WWF looks to
promote the use of soft measures that are inno-
vative, cost effective, and readily available in the
community. WWF will be introducing the fairly
new idea of using coir logs which is made out of
biodegradable and readily available coconut
fiber,” said Dr. Savou.

Her presentation was in line with her research in
areas of costal management, protection and
tsunami, river morphology, marine ecosystems,
climate change and resilience on rivers and
coastlines.

The 9th COP23 awareness session seminar was
hosted on Wednesday, September 20, 2017 by
Ms. Matisse Walkden-Brown.

The Namatakula Villagers during the Green Village Declaration.

UniFiji Students Join
Namatakula Youths

for the Green Village

Declaration
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Centre for iTaukei Studies (CIS) students at the Namatakula
Village.

Seventeen (17) students from the Centre for
iTaukei Studies (CIS) at The University of Fiji
joined youths from Namatakula Village, Coral
Coast to declare the village a Green Village on
Friday, August 25, 2017.

The University of Fiji had used Komave village
and the Vusu tribe (Namatakula) “igoligoli” as
one of the two selected sites in Fiji for their Pa-
cific American Climate Fund (PACAM) Project in
2016.

The mapping study identified some important
findings relating to depletion of corals reefs and
washing away of foreshores which can have a
direct effect on the marine habitat as well the
presence of all forms of wastes along the fore-
shores.

The Namatakula Village Youths saw this as
alarming for future generations food source and
natural environment.

The clean up eventinvolved replanting of indig-
enous plants at the beach, rubbish collection
around the village and community awareness
on environmental concerns.

Like the University of Fiji, the Namatakula com-
munity fully supports the government drive of
COP23 as being the first village in the Western
division.

Associate Professor and Director of CIS, Dr. Litia-
na Kuridrani, said that the campaign helped the
iTaukei students to integrate indigenous knowl-
edge and traditional coping mechanisms of cli-
mate change adaptation by means of replant-
ing, documentation of preservation and conser-
vation methods in the iTaukei context.

“The iTaukei studies students recognize the
benefits of maintaining the Green Village initia-
tive and are living vessels to impart change in
their own communities. Change begins within
you and we have to start small somewhere,” said
Associate Professor Dr. Kuridrani.
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School of Law Holds Seminar on RAMSI

Brief Background of RAMSI

RAMSI, or Regional Assistance Mission to Solo-
mon Islands, is the peace mission which was
despatched by the 16-member Pacific Islands
Forum in response to a call for help from the
State of Solomon Islands for assistance in the
restoration of peace and order in that country
following the outbreak of inter-tribal violence
by armed civilian groups during period 1998 to
2003. Unable to control law and order, the Solo-
mon Islands sought help from the Pacific Islands
Forum.

RAMSI was the regional response. Led by Aus-
tralia, RAMSI served in the Solomon Islands
from 2003 to 2017. RAMSI was made up of
police and military contingents from the
member countries of the Pacific Islands Forum,
including Fiji. Australia was the largest contribu-
tor; both in personnel and budget support, and
provided the command leadership of RAMSI
throughout its deployment in the Solomon Is-
lands.

The University of Fiji's, School of Law (SoL) held
a public seminar titled “RAMSI - Success or Fail-
ure” at the Reserve Bank of Fiji, on Thursday,
August 23,2017.

The speakers at the seminar were Mr. Mataiasi
Lomaloma, who served as RAMSI’s Assistant
Resident Co-ordinator from 2006-2017, and Mr.
Sakiusa Rabuka, who served as the Pacific Is-
lands Forum Secretariat resident representative
to the Solomon Islands from 2009 to 2017.

RANDOM SHOTS

Girmit Centre student performing Bharatanatyam
at the Hindi Day Celebrations.

Given their first-hand knowledge of the work
and operation of RAMSI, the Sol. was fortunate
to receive their consent to be the main speakers
at the seminar, to share with the audience their
assessment of the success or failure of RAMSI in
achieving its mandate. The speakers highlight-
ed that RAMSI was a great success as it stopped
all violence, restored peace and order, strength-
ened the Police Force, rebuilt the economy, and
improved standards of good governance in the
Public Service

“However, RAMSI’s mandate, unfortunately, did
not extend into the broader area of nation
building. This was to be left to the national polit-
ical leadership in the Solomon Islands, both in
Government and in Parliament. And it is here
that one can see the deep-seated, complex and
intractable nature of both State building and
national unity building. Corruption is rife in the
political leadership of the country,” they stated.
They further said that the evidence of this can to
be found in the Government borrowing US$25
million from the Taiwan EXIM Bank to be spent
in compensating Ministers, senior civil servants,
clients among the different factions engaged in
violent conflict.

“Such funds could have been better spent on
public development projects to create jobs and
livelihood for the thousands of young people
who in absence of opportunities were com-
pelled to resort to violence, So, it was clear from
all this very sad situation in the Solomon Is-
lands, that in any country, including Fiji, the
most important ingredient for successful State
building and achieving national unity is nation-
al political leadership that is honest and com-

Art and Craft presentation at the
Creative Circle Programme.

UniFiji students.

mitted to serving the needs of the country and
all its people.”

The central issue of interest of the seminar was
what Fiji could learn from what happened in the
Solomon Islands on the essential ingredients of
good national leadership to be successful in
governing the State, including the effective
maintenance of peace, order and security,
laying the basis of a sustainable economy, en-
suring accountability and transparency in gov-
ernment operations, and providing for the basic
needs of the population.

Mr. Sitiveni Rabuka, who served as Prime Minis-
ter of Fiji from 1992 to 1999, one of the attend-
ees of the seminar expresses that this was the
kind of public discussions on the problems and
challenges of national political leadership that
should be very useful for Fiji's own cadre of new
political leaders—to educate them and to
broaden their minds on whatis, and what is not,
good, responsible and accountable public lead-
ership.

“Unless our politicians broaden their minds,
they can easily succumb to the politics of paro-
chialism, clientelism and ethnic extremism,
which clearly are crux of the problems in the
Solomon Islands,” he added.

Sol students as well as the members of the gen-
eral public attended the seminar. The School of
Law will continue to hold public seminars of this
nature in future when an opportunity arises, for
the benefit of both its students and the general
public.

Ms. Shirley Prasad receiving Certificate of Completion
for successfully completing the Taxation Short Course.

( The University of Fiji

Bucalevu Secondary School students
and staff visit UniFiji.
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